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Chapters From

My Diary

By Leon Trotzky
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ii-.. own powei > can they hope to reap the frulti
1,1 the irreal revolutionary etruff^lo ol which they
h »v<» been the bearerat

When the World war Aril broke out, nothing
Boomed furthei removed from tho range ol posal
blliMea than e revolution In Qermnny, The com
pleto dofcutlon oi the Boi lal Demoi ratlc Party,

the tm redlblo wai madneia that hnd taken poa

aeealon ot all olaaaea of the German people

drownod tho voloo of tha handful of mon and
u on who uphold fix* International position ol

the Booiallit movement Por many monthi. In tho

face ol tha aovoroat poraocutloiii Karl Uobknoohti

Rojb Luxomburgi Klara Zetkln, Crana Mehrlng
and Otto Ruble fought tho bitterest battle that

men oould flghfci the struggle agalnat attaoksi rld«

louloi tho poraooufclon nI theli own oomradoai

i.ito. ihiri email group ol radloala waa joined

by iui.'iii,., thetoo i tailed "Moderator/ 1

tho Contro

oi tin- Gorman movomont under Karl kuiiImUv,

Hugo llaaiOi Qoorge Lodeboui and GSduard Born

teiii i who aoverod thoir connootlon with "m
Heheldomann majority group< but rathor booauao

0| tholl OppOllltltti to tin- war and l»in*au u (hay

u.kv unwilling i" boooma partnora to tho oom

pleta abdloflUon " f ovory Qlaai«oonaoloui aottvlty

iiw.t oharaotorliod tho roglma ,i > the govei nmont

I diata

'i'i„>. ouibroAk - ,[ tho Ruieian Revolution onoe

nilIl , arouiod l 1 > ,, bopoa ,,( tho whole world In tho
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;
of the deadly apathy Into

which they had foUen,
'' ul the revolutionary ferment that tho Rue-

elan Revolution had brought Into Germany waa
working '\\^ new, wholoaomo drila methoda ol
the Ruaalan proletarian government, the Soviet!
held an appeal that tho purely political, doe«
, "'""" program of the Moderatee could not ac
eompllah The revolutionary propaganda that
wuh conducted with tho help or tho Ruaalan An>
baaaador -uat™ un on fruitful boU, Starvation
and miaoi v at homo fanned the flame of reaent
in. ni agalnat tho government Into a conflagra-
tion, a conflagration that swept over the armed
forcei at the front and broke tim ia«t ehroaol tho
ramoua "morale" of the German troops, The
groat ship ol the German Revolution had been
launehedi

it la true, hunger and wajvwearlness are the
ion*™ that are driving Its engines But far from
foundering blindly about, it will steer directly
I... ward to itrt ultimate destination, hold true to
Its course by the revolutionary understanding
of (ho maanea The theoretical Marxism training
that the German movomont gave to Its rank and
ni« in the past, tho understanding, that, In spite

Of all political noconiplliiliMflttti!, tho nmiuleUi

overthrow of capitalism alone oas aehlwe tho

liberation ol tho working class from exploitation
will save the soolnl revolution In Germany I i

many bitter and costly mlatakoa ( With n cloai

noas and Inflexibility ol purpose thai recalls lhc

Gar i movomont under August Bobel and \Vil«

holm liiobkncchtt II has pone through three dlf«

foronl phasos iif development within n shorl pc«

rlod ot timoi from bourgeois ministry with iho

6o>oporatton ol three aoclnUpatrlotSi to n coall*

tit. n mini ilry ol BoclallstH and Ltboralo under Soc

lall I domination, to ii Socialist ministry popra«

.-j, tm,. nil wlnga iii "i groups ol the SoQtnll ii move
monti under t)\e dlreot control of tho Workmen's
and Soktlors

1

OounollSt

The Revolution In Gormany >;* still dovoloplnv,

and If the future rcallisos presont promisosi will

ultimately place the revolutionary olomouts of

the German Soolallat movomont where they be*

long al the helm ol tho German Socialist Re

public

Soolalism swoops Europe, brushing ktngs from

tholi thrones ai tl\e autumn winds blow tho over

rlpq iiuii from tho fcrooS) uprooting capitalism as

the wlntor gales lay low tho blight struck trees of

the fOrOSt. Mayor llviun m Now VoiK lo-.o
| n

faint eoho oi these dread happonlnga ^^ prepare

to guard the olladol ol mammon Ko bars the Rod

what tt pity thoQiar and tho KaUor didn't t)\tnk

ot that I
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MOOXEY, STRIKES, AND THE A. F. of L.

THE bureaucracy of the American Federation
1

f Labor is not in favor of strikes as a protest

BtiiBt tlie pending execution ot Thomas J. Moo-

nov "Ollicers of the Federation/' says a press

report, "arc doing all in their power to effect exc-

THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE

Allien have no I
Russia,

cointer"«volutionary business. But-auen troops

art still in Archangel and Vladivostok

DEVELOPING ALLIANCES

THE press reports that the new German and the

Russian Soviet governments have concluded an

alliance. This is contradicted by the story that

the German government has asked the Soviet to

ccusc its agitation in favor of new revolutionary

action in Germany against the government. Th>s

Ls closer to the facts. The Ebert-Haase govern-

ment, being a bourgeois-"Socialist" government,

acting to prevent a proletarian revolution and

proletarian dictatorship, would necessarily reject

an alliance with Soviet Russia, except under very

special conditions; its natural allies are the bour-

geois governments of Great Britain. France and

Italw who are equally prepared to act against a

proletarian revolution. This is proven by the frc-

quenev with which "Socialist" Chancellor Ebert

invokes the Allies as a means of preventing defi-

nite revolutionary action. There probably is a

Russo-German alliance, but it is an alliance be-

tween the Russian Bolshevik! and the German

in^vnVlenTencv'for Moonev because they believe Rolsheviki; and should the revolutionary prole-
CUl. \C chinuhj ,..U r .- „.,:if « 4. . „;.,r ..«,i.inrti« «U »vm*Av in ^nrmnnv and Austria.
there is a reasonable doubt of his guilt.'

••Those who arc declaring for strikes in sympathy

with Mooncy/* says Frank Morrison, secretary

of the A. F. of L„ "are infected with I. \V. W.-

\<m" Executive clemency! Instead of fighting,

boor pleads; instead of demanding, labor begs.

labor, ns stultified by the A. F. of LH is a humble

bctrgar at the gates of Capitalism. Labor can

demand, labor can take, if labor uses its indust-

rial power as an instrument of action. Instead

—

executive clemency! This is paltering. The Moo-

ney ease was a splendid means of arousing the

revolutionary .initiative and energy of the prole-

tariat; but nil action was limited to the courts,

to petitions, to-- pleas for executive clemency!

Labor should have spoken, should speak, in the

clear accents of industrial action. Get the men
and women out of the plants, march into the

streets, get out the men and women from other

plants, develop the political mass action of the

industrial proletariat—that is the answer to op-

pression, to injustice, to legal terrorism. Capital-

ism recognizes might alone—speak in the words
of s-rttt

' "serial rv<?h* nrw»n •**•£. wnmon oUhc
working class!

tariat conquer all power in Germany and Austria,

the alliance would become official. That this al-

liance is being prepared, in accord with interna-

tional proletarian solidarity, is undoubtedly a

fact, as it is equally a fact that a broader alliance

between all the revolutionary Socialists of Europe
is being prepared. This is not in the news, of

course, but that is not necessary. Should the rev-

olutionary proletariat conquer definitely in Ger-

many and Austria, a Socialist United States of

Russia, Germany and Austria would emerge, with
Lenin probably as iLs first President.

THEY ARE STILL THERE!

Division of Power
fHE march of events in Germany is being acce-

lerated. Events are moving much more rapid-

ly than the news recently indicated, but in accord

with Lenin's prophecy of one year ago—that the
German revolution would be slow, very slow in

starting, but once started, it would move with
the speed of a locomotive.

This acceleration is being accomplished by a
number of factors, material and moral. The full

disaster of the war is being realized with mingled
shdder and rage at the system that produced it

;

the completion of the terms of the armistice pro-
jects the terrors of a bourgeois peace; soldiers

JT IS clear that there should be no intervention and civilians approaching each other, the soldiers

in Russia—yet Allied troops are reported march- again thinking in terms of the proletarian class

in? on Kiev. It is clear that intervention in Russia struggle and the civilians fraternizing with the
has proven a disastrous fiasco—yet alien troops soldiers: the disintegration of industry by the
arc :-:ill in Archangel and Vladivostok! Here and war imposes the necessity of a Socialist reconst-
there liberal American opinion protests against ruction, unless the workers are willing to accept
the criminal proposals of intervention in Russia
In its November 16th issue, "The New Republic'
says;

"Now that Germany is beaten and prostrate
the most immediate need of the Allied nations is
a now policy towards Russia. The existing policy
of armed intervention was originally justified as
an answer to German penetration in Russia and
as an attempt with Russian assistance to restore
the eastern front. These explanations are ceasing
to have any meaning. German influence is no
longer penetrating Russia. Russian revolutionary
influence is penetrRting Germany. Intervention Socialism as represented by the Spartacus Social'

not succeed in restoring the eastern front, ists. The German proletariat is beinjr mobilized

the status of helots in the days to come ; and hun
ger, that hunger which tears at the vitals and
quickens the mind , that formerly "magnificently
organized hunger*" tolerated, if grumblingly, be-
cause of the hypnotism of military glory, is now
the stark terrible thing that acts a*s the dynamite
of revolutions,—all this, and more, is creating
a rcvolul ionary psychology and proletarian action
that are transforming the revolutionary crisis
into the Social Revolution. This transformation
is being accelerated by the clear, definite and un-
compromising activity and policy of revolutionary

because it met with Russian resistance rather
than with Russian help. If under such circum-
stances the Allied troops remain in Russia it can
only be for one purpose—a purpose similar to
that which kept German troops in the Ukraine.
Ulluiama and the Baltic provinces. It will mean
unit the Allied governments have decided to over-throw the Soviet Government in Russia and es-
tablish m Russia a government more to their lik-
":;••; ™ military collapse of. Germany, accom-

5 nif * !"£^n by a political "volution, has

ill hi
l ™ Q

iBokhevism in Russia *
•

• wW
m nv TT y "NWne. on the friendship of Gcr-

lu' bewir^ "!?01108" 1^ of Germanv.JU>t befoie the flnal downfall, the German cov-wnmont drove the Bolshevik rcpresentX-c ou

e l»nr
C
n?!

UltrV'^Ccause U **«* him as an ins -

S; L ,0
\°luU ?"ary Ration. Bolshevism wiII

wL 1 M°S
k^ by thc m °f the government>«h which it signed the Brest-LitovVk TrcTtv

SS^^^tt^STTtS revnlntmnavv proletariat in Austria-Hun™.^ ™\

and organized by the education and discipline of
revolutionary experience.

The issue in this great struggle, the issue that
is developing thc antagonisms of the Revolution
is the issue comprised in the problem of power'
Shall power be vested in the liberal bourgeois de-
mocracy, in the Provisional Government; or shall
power be vested in the revolutionary proletarian
democracy in the Councils of Workmen's and
Soldiers Delegates? And thc slogan of thc rev-
olutionary Socialists, "All power to thc Councils'"— is becoming ascendant.
The actual revolutionary power in Germanv re

sides in the Councils, the organs of tl™ ,-wmary masses. Rut realization of this is not
instant. Immediately after a evolution

A™
light zone' emerges; the masses are da'o.l hi
events bewildered by the brilliance rf thdr eenmphshments. feeling that perhaps it v notall be true, unaware of their decisive power otyet clear on the course to pursue and thV new aet2?UV? r
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empty gc
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After
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Councils; after having
Constituent As>cndjiv.

rtcr pressure <>f thc O
ter indeihuiely. The authority

issues

the autimhrity of *'tive govw
republic" can issue only out Ol

Assembly; accordingly, th.c ?r-

ment's temporizing on the As-,

serious decline in its r'.v-iige.

And now cnnics a still Bl - .

mise, presaging the end ol

eminent,—the acceptance of an

thc Councils nf Workmen and S

power is divided between thc two. .

a decline of thc Provisional G
corresponding increase in the power of I

cils.

Thc series nf events culminating

ment was swift and drastic. Marii 9

men at Kiel and Hamburg, whether
actual revolt or demonstration is not .

pudiated thc Provisional Government as cc

revolutionary. This coincided vi rcsig •

tion of the reactionary "Socialist" Scheid

from the government—presaging the r

of the whole Social-Democratic Party of
'.'

Scheidemann & Co. Then thc Exc:..:.-

mittee of thc Councils in Berlin voted

summoning of a Constituent Assembly a

manded a Congress of Councils, a dec 5

was made under pressure of Hie Spartacus

and a challenge to thc bourgeois democi
clamors for the immediate convocation 0:

stituent Assembly. Thc Executive Commitl
thc Councils in Berlin declared that the

H
P<

Commissaires" are merely the exec:;:

the Councils' Executive and subject to Us
At Kiel and Dusseldorf thc Spartacus Soc ?

usurped all authority, placing it in the C
and declaring a revolutior.ary du . - of . ic

proletariat: the Soldiers' and Work-v-
eils in the lower Rhenish province, inch :

at Solingon ami Remshaid. accepted the S

tacus program of proletarian dictators!)

Council at Brunswick unanimously d«
against a Constituent Assembly and in favor of a

Soviet Government; the Bremen C
pressed it-: complete accord with thc BolsJ

and urged an alliance with the Russian S

and at a Spartacus meeting in Berlin Lie'-'

was acclaimed, the Russian Bolshevik
cented. and moderate Socialists refused
Thc bourgc-n'^'Soeialist" government of •

Ilaase & Co. tried by dicker and romnrom
prevent a crisis, The result was the

,*agrecr.

by which it accepted division of authority w I

the Soviets, the agreement providing:
"First—All political power is to be mi the

"

of the German Socialist Republic and the Sot-

diers* and Workmen's Council.
"Second—Their aim is to defend an

what has been achieved by the revoJut
supress all counter-revolutionary activity.

"Third -Pending the election oi repr:-
tives of the Soldiers' and Workmen's C
an executive council of the German K,

Executive Council in Berlin is to cs

functions.
"Fourth—The appointment and dismiss

all members of the various legislative bodies
the Republic and, until the final Constitu:
established, of Prussia, are to be made V

Central Executive Council, which also has
right of control,

"EiCth—Before the Cabinet appoints ass.-

ministers the Executive Council must be COttr

suited,

"Sixth—A convention of delegates draw:-.
the Soldiers' and Workmen's Councils
summoned as soon as possible."

This is not the overthrow of the Provis
Government; it is not all power luncils,
not a dictatorship of the proletariat. The ..

ment represents a compromise co.uallv h)
government and by the Councils, a division of
power which decides nothing, but which decs ac-
complish one important thing: develops nov a -



>vember 27, 1918
THE REVOLUTIONARY AGE

gonisms and makes the struggle more im-
ilacable.

By this agreement, the Provisional Govern-
ment technically makes itself subject to the Coun-
cil, but it is still the government, there is still a
'democratic" government of all the classes, and
aot a revolutionary government of. the proletariat
Nor does the agreement necessarily mean that the
Council will no control the government, since the
moderate policy of the Councils may square with
the government's and the two come to an "under-
standing." The agreement is humiliating; but it
is not fatal to the Provisional Government —not
fatal, that is to say, except as it accelerates the
development of antagonisms and the determina-
tion of the masses to end all compromise by plac-
ing power in the Councils and the dictatorship of
the proletariat.

By this agreement, the Councii may "advise" the
government, is co-equal with the government, but
it is not the government. The acceptance of "ad-
visory functions"—that is what the agreement
actually means—is not an act of revolutionary
energy, it is an act of stultification, a paltering
with the problems of the Revolution. The policy
of the Provisional Government is clearly not sat-
isfactory to the revolutionary masses, it is a pol-
icy that evades the problems of the Revolution
and would promote a counter-revolution. But the
policy of "agreement," of hesitation and compro-
mise will prove equally unsatisfactory to the rev-
olutionary masses—unless they surrender.

Division of power promotes either revolution
or counter-revolution; it cannot prevail. It can-
not prevent the proletarian revolution; but it

can multiply the time and the intensity of the
struggle. Division of power, since it means
neither power to the bourgeoisie nor to the prole-
tariat, must necessarily mark time, evade all real
action, prove incapable of creative accomplish-
ments. Division of power in Russia made the
revolutionary path a thorny one and increased the
demoralization of the country, complicating
enormously the task of Socialist reconstruction.
This is equally the tendency in Germany, soft-

ened by the fact that the revolutionary explosion
may break out much more speedily than in Russia,

Division of power—and the Revolution insist-

ing upon immediate, creative, drastic action.

Division of power-—and Germany wavering be-

tween mercy from the Allies and revolutionary
co-operation with Soviet Russia. Division of

power—and the international proletarian revolu-

tion now depending upon the conquest of power
by the revolutionary proletariat in Germany.
Division of power—and the problems of recon-

struction requiring a dictatorship of the Social-

ist proletariat. Division of power—and the forces

of the oncoming proletarian revolution preparing

to annihilate compromise and the representatives

of compromise.

But revolutionary Socialism in the Councils is

acquiring ascendancy at a positively feverish

speed. The Spartacus Socialists are compelling

the moderates to make concession after concession

to avert disaster—but disaster will come. The
government of the "People's Commissaires" is

now an "executive organ" of the Councils, but

neither Karl Liebknecht nor Rosa Luxemburg are

in its personnel. Why? Because they would not

accept positions in any but a government of the

Councils—a revolutionary dictatorship of the pro-

letariat. The opposition of the revolutionary So-

cialists to a Constituent Assembly is not conse-

quent upon the desire to establish certain petty

reforms that the Assembly will then be compelled

to ratify, as the press reports ; but because a Con-

stituent Assembly is the organ of the bourgeois

revolution, not of the proletarian revolution; not

the Constituent Assembly, but revolutionary

mass action is the order of the day ; the Consti-

tuent Assembly is the negation of the dictator-

ship of the proletariat.

And Scheidemann, lackey of the ^geoisie,
«xr—

„

nnY.+a» that the mse-
undis-

turbed activity°ci' the "Spartacus Group, "who in

moans in the Berlin "Vorwaerts
:

curity of the government is due to the ui

is a compromise indicating that the centre ot

power is shifting to the left, to the Councils and

* wi„4.;™ rtV„ Q«r-T QiT«m The problem ot power

their press and meetings are endeavoring to win

over the Soldiers to Bolshevism."

The "agreement" is a consequence of the strug-

gle for state power, and is a compromise. B
_ .-j^^ng that the cei

left, to the Cot

revolutionary Socialism. The proWtem

will flare up decisively in a final ^placable stxug

gle—and all power to the dictatorship of the pro
^

tarian and revolutionary Socialism The proie

tarian revolution in Germany will conquer on the

day it decrees all power to the Councils^of WorK

men-the norms of the communist republic

Socialism,

Bolshevikjabs

!!^f
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at those B°^eviki will donext. Finding their imperiaLmasters in Germa-

mbs w^rT P
OVerthro™ t^y immediately get

«£! T^ German revolutionists. Or can it bethat the our bourgeois press was wront? in the
first place and that Lenin and Trotzky were notthe agents of Imperialism after all?We live in an-age of progress. In other timesthe common people knew nothing about peace, orpeace conferences, until the whole affair was de-
finitely settled. Now things are different, secret
diplomacy is an affair of the past—the cards ot
imperialistic ambition are laid on the international
table. Everyone who can read a newspaper has
access to all the details, the relative values of the
different places the conference might take place
are publicly discussed, photos of the various
buildings mentioned are openly published so that
the common people may decide for themselves
whether the momentous proceedings shall take
place beneath the vaulted arches of medieval
architecture or within the less-impressive halls of
the mid-Victorian period, the approximate date
of the sittings is common knowledge, even the
probable personnel of each country's delegation is
openly forecasted and homes have already been
broken up over the relative merits of Teddy Roose-
velt and Billy Sunday as pacifists.

Yes, secrecy has fled from the realms of inter-
national politics.

Some impossible persons are clamouring to have
the peace delegates elected by referendum vote,
but of course that is impracticable. Anyway to
read the papers discuss the probable appointees
is almost as good as an election.

How are the mighty
asked to direct baseball.

fallen—Taft has been

Mr. Lloyd-George has again displayed that deep
insight into the affairs of men that has so often
marked his public utterances. He declares that the
Irish question must be settled; he is not quite
clear just how, but he is certain of two ways it

must not be settled—neither the complete inde-
pendence of Ireland nor the coercion of Ulster
under any form of Home Rule government is to
be considered for a moment. Now the whole af-

fair is made clear.

The Soviet form of government would be quite

agreeable to many Irish rebels we know of.

The Bolsheviki have at last pulled off the
slaughter of the innocents and on St. Bartholom-
ew's Day! (Russian calendar). Isn't that just

like them, and so appropriate too ? Such a delicate

compliment to the French!

"2,050 Germans are in imminent danger of

death in Moscow" says a newspaper dispatch

dealing with the massacre. This would, of course,

strenghten the reports that the Bolshevik leaders

are all pro-German.

The New York Evening Telegram has discover-

ed that the German Socialists are plotting to

bring the Kaiser back to the Imperial Throne of

Germany. "Warned by Lord Reading, Sir George

Cave and others" it says "that the Hun has

shown no change of heart and mystified by the

sudden flares of Bolshevism in Germany London

opinion finds nothing extravagant in the suggest-

ion that the Socialist Reds are providing a handy

tool for projects cherished before the armistice

was signed. .

."
. , . .

So that's why the Kaiser put Liebknecht in jail

!

Some of our capitalist contemporaries seem to

be in doubt as to who this Herr Spartacus really

is In order to prevent them from jumping to the

conclusion that he is the Kaiser incognito we

hasten to explain. xt^^ a
Herr Spartacus is a cousin to the Mr. Bolshe-

viki who made so much trouble in Russia, Ihe

relationship is a double one, their mothere-the

Misses Social-Revolution-were sisters, bat there

is also a blood tie on the paternal side. The e aer

Miss Social-Revolution married Russian Working-

class while German Workingclass
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younger. The
known family
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Working-
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IN one large room, from the silk hangings of

smiled benevolently down on them, sat the detegates from the Soldiers' and Workmen's Council
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t0 the Cabinet meetings? atwhich they were to stand up for what they deem-ed their supreme authority.
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anot^r room 1 was introduced to Geheim-
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who made lt <*uite clear that,

Ph3m ?* Previously been attached toPimce Max of Baden's staff, he had the greatest
confidence in Ebert and his associates, and de-
clared his conviction that only a strong Socialist
Government could safely guide the destinies of
th

?,
G™ nation trough the present crisis. He

said that they feared no reactionary plot by the
Kaiser s friends, for nobody believed in the re-
suscitation of a deceased body politic.

The only danger, he added, was that the present
Government might go a bit too far in its tolera-
tion of such irresponsibles as the Spartacus Group.
This toleration was dictated by the Cabinet's ear-
nest desire to maintain unity, order and law, he
asserted, so as not to forfeit the good will of Pre-
sident Wilson, of which the German nation was
so pitiably in need at present.

I am informed from other sources that the
Spartacus Group is really at the bottom of the
present differences between the People's Commis-
sioners [Ebert, Haase & Co.] and the Executive
Committee of the Soldier's and Workmen's Coun-
cil. Although the latter has expressed itself re-
peatedly in favor of a national convention, it

seems that members of the Spartacus Group have
persuaded it to protest against an early date for
the election, which it was said that the People's
Commissioners had decided on without first con-
sulting the Executive Committee of the Council.

Hence the latter's assertion that the People's
Commissioners form only its executive organ;
hence also this official communication issued to-

day:

"The information published Nov. 17 that re-

gistration for the election of a national convention
would begin Jan. 2 and that the election would
take place Feb. 2 is incorrect, no proposition of

that kind having yet been decided upon by the
Commissioners."

What the Spartacus Group and certain elements

of the Soldiers' and Workmen's Council are plan-

ning is to delay the national convention until cer-

tain radical measures of finance and equally ra-

dical assessments of taxes and socializing of cer-

tain large industrial enterprises have Deen ac-

complished in such a manner that not even the

national convention will dare reconsider them.

Drastic reform in the inheritance tax as well as

restrictions of land ownership are also planned.

All these measures, if perhaps in a more mode-

rate form, are also part of the program of the

regular Socialists, but they are willing to submit

it to a national convention, trusting that they will

elect a majority.

The bourgeois parties fear that the Soldiers'

and Workmen's Council, aided by the Spartacus

and similar groups, will succeed in wresting the

supreme power from the People's Commissioners

and that the next few days will see a change in

the Government unless the Commissioners alter

their extremely tolerant attitude. It is more than

doubtful that even in Berlin and a few other large

cities the Spartacus and kindred elements possess

anything like a majority.
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Socialist Divi

TT may seem conceited oi me
, as one of your Ger

man ^mimUiwcw, to take it upon myself tn
send to you, Kussiun comrades, fraternal greet?
im and best Wishes. In reality I urn writing to
vou not as an individual, but as the oldest member
of the "Spartacus Group, * that part of the Ger
niH n Social Democracy that has been fighting for
the last four years, under the must diftlcult cir
cumstances the same light, with the same means
anil along the same tactical lines that you your-
self have employed until your endeavors were
crowned with victory.

We greeted the news of the victory of the Bol-
sheviki with a feeling of pride, without envy, as
if jt were, indeed, our own victory. Gladly we
would have joined you, had our ranks not "been
so terribly depleted. .Many of us, and truly not
the worst of us, are behind the prison bars, as for
instance, Rosa Luxemburg, or in jail, as uur Com-
rade, Karl Liebkneeht.

0, that I could send you more promising reports
as to the inner life of the German labor world.
Like an acid spot, government Socialism continues
to dissolve everything with which it comes in

contact, although, it has long since run its course
morally and politically as well. But it has suc-
ceeded, through all sorts of machinations, pro-
tected by the state of war, in getting possession
of practically every working class paper and or-

gan. Through hundreds of channels it has been
able to instill poison and filth into the organism
of the masses. That is one of the most crying
evils.

There is no denying the fact that the laboring
masses arc still,rushing to the standards of gov-
ernment Socialism, that the Independent Social-

ists were crushingly defeated in the last three

elections.

In the first of these there was, perhaps, the

possibility of an excuse. It was the by-election

held some time ago in the district Potsdam

—

Spandau—Ost Haveland. In 1912 Karl Liebkneeht
had carried this district for the first time. His
victory was achieved by a more or less accidentia!

plurality of votes. It was to be expected that the

capitalist parties in this district should unite to

help the government Socialists in order to protect

the Prussian Imperial residence from the election

of a Liebkneeht man. The victory of the Scheide-

mann party was a disgrace rather than a triumph.
But such was not the case in the districts of

Niederbarmin and Zwickau-Crimitschau, where
by-elections were recently held to fill the

seats vacated bv the deaths of two sup-

porters of the Independent Social Democracy,
Stadthagcn and Stulle. Both districts were old

Socialist strongholds. Thev had always been re-

presented by radical Socialists. And, as the capi-

talist parties nominated their own candidates, the

issue was fought out clearly and distinctly be-

tween the dependent and the independent Social-

ists.

The dependent Socialists were the victors, of

course that made a discouraging impression upon

all of our friends.

Of course it is not to be forgotten in this con-

nection, that the fight was carried on with very

unequal weapons. The Independents had neither

freedom of press, nor the right to hold meetings.
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character, Victor Adler stood far above ni^
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attach this unfavorable circumstunT
no wise account for the severity of thunder the Socialist exception laws the

or% undei far more adverse circumstances.
The root of the evil lies deeper. These elections

have proven what numerous symptoms indicated
ong ago—that the Independent Social Democracy
lacks the revolutionary energy that will arouse
and carry away the proletarian masses.

Nothing can be said against its members as
individuals. There are efficient people among
them, and all of them desire the best of the move-
ment. But the party itself was born under an
unlucky star.

It left the government Socialists loo late. It

hesitated too long and thus, against its own will,

became responsible for the misdeeds of its oppo-
nents. And when it finally united as a political

party, it lacked the foundation of a mutual and
and clearly outlined world conception. On many,
often upon the most vital questions, the views of
its individual members are hopelessly divided.

The tie that binds them is not the slogan, "For-

ward," but "Backward."

They aspire to restore the German Social-De-

mocracy that existed up to the 4th of August,

1914. They would return to the old "proven tac-

tics," to the "glorious victories," to the successful

fight against revisionism from convention to con-

vention.

What could be more Utopian and more reaction-

ary? They have exhumed a corpse and are trying

tc galvanize it into a semblance of life. The old

German Social Democracy, with its "old. proven

tactics" is shattered, and ground into the dust

under the wheels of Imperialism's triumphal cha-

riot. It is gone forever. To-day there exists only

the German Social Democracy that came into be-

ing in August, 1914. _
This mourning of the Independent Social De-

mocracy over irretrievable past shows a complete

Chapters from My Diary

was skepticism in him, became cynicism in them,

and Adler's voluntary withrawal into a "decora-

tive-capacity, was transformed, in their case,

iito open derision as to the basic values of hocml-

sm And this natural selection ol Ins collabora-

ted constitutes the> clearest, expression and con-
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k upon theholsheviki, under the generalship of Men«hc
htein, with the aid, or, to speak more accurately'unto the direct,*, of the great theoretician, KariKaulsky there is heroism for you, indeed andprofound statemanship! Karl Marx would turn
in hw grave if he could sec them. It is character-
islic of Ihc party that its members should "still
continue to worship Kautsky as the holy prophet
Did not the 4th of August prove that the learned
schoolmaster possesses not a spark of Marxian
revolutionary spirit?

I'W all of those reasons it is obvious that the
Independent Social Democracy has neither the
impetus nor the power of attracting the German
proletariat. The workingman knows full well what
class solidarity means to him. lie mav be ready
to spht the party. But he will not pay what he
justly considers a terrible price in vain.

He will not and cannot be satisfied with a hone-
less reactionary Utopia. For even if it were pos-
sible to realize its aims, this realization would
mean the beginning, not the end of crisis. After
all, the catastrophe on the 4th of August did not
break upon us like a thundcrboldt out of a blue
sky. It was the inevitable outcome of a disease
that had been gnawing at the vitals of the move-
ment for many years, in spite of its glowing ex-
terior.

It has been argued that the Independent Social
Democracy did not want the party spirit, that it
had been partly driven out of the party by the
government Socialists. But the result of this very
policy of hesitation, of doing things by halves,
was the complete alienation of the masses, streng-
thening as it does their belief that the Indepen-
dent Social Democracy is responsible for the di-
vision in the ranks of the Social Democracy. And,
in truth, what is gained by a split when'thc In-
dependent Social Democracy insists that its vote
against war credits is not based upon a funda-
mental principle, while the government Socialists
maintain that they vote in favor of war credits
for purely tactical reasons? In the final analysis
both sides, the negative and the affirmative, are
actuated by the selfsame motive. They are try-
ing to wash the bear without wetting his skin.

Unless all indications deceive us, the Indepen-
dent Social Democracy can count with any degree
of certainty upon not more than two or three of

the seats it now holds. In itself this would be no
misfortune, were it not that the party with its

support of the "tried and proven tactics" is in the
main a parliamentary party. Under these cir-

cumstances a decided loss of. power is a danger-
ous symptom for the future.

Actuated by a spirit of self-preservation and
an ingrown sense of political responsibility, the

Independent Social Democracy goes into the fight

again and again, with the "old tried and proven

tactics." There were those among us who hoped

that it would be possible to act in this new party

for the highest good of mankind. The higher the

hopes we entertained, the more bitter has been

the disillusionment.

in order to consult with him on the intentions of

the authorities with regard to the Russian emi-

grants living in Vienna.

The Chief of Political Police expressed the opi-

nion that tomorrow morning there may ho an

edict putting all Russians and Serbians under

guard. "Those whom we know we will later libe-

rate, but complications may arise. Besides. y,e

should not be able to permit them to leave the

country after that."

"So you would recommend leaving the count-

ry?"
"Absolutely. And—the quicker the better.

"Very well. I shall go to Switzerland with my
familv tomorrow."
"Hm!— I should prefer it, if you should leave

today."

The time of this conversation was 3 P. M, At

6.40 I was already seated in the train, with my
family, and the train was leaving for Switzerland

(Zurich).
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The Repudiation of Debts in Russia
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a belief that the Russian govern-

ment as it bow =tands is moving on toward suo-

hl-r -.hated systems o: cor

if the Russian people are allowed to work out

their own destinies in accordance with President

Wilson's cUuse in his points dealing with self-

determination of the peoples of Europe, they

should soon be able to rehabilitate the agricul-

tural and industrial systems."

There ^re a number at reasons why intematmn-

ai forces -
. . PI

' Republic, cut

there are two fundamental r ess oris: one. that it

is introducing' Socialism and industrial democracy

which is a 1 nger t C .; at .. \.v::. and d lustra!

autocracy everywhere : the other, that the Soviet

Republic has repudiated the national iebts of

Russia. 7ne irhtfacive :n the campaign for inter-

vention come trim the Pre ociers. who
have boh:;:'.- invested in I : a to the former Czar's

government. Dr. KaBen ventures a prop
abont this n n ::' :hu:-: "It is my belie:

that when prosperity returns and the spectre of

famine has been removed, they will
-

reconsider the ,v:e taken it repudiate their na-

V V its."

vThether the Soviets v. ill reconsider the repu-

diation of debts depends largely upon the strength
developed by Internationa] Socialism and the rev-

olutionary proletariat But the Soviet Republic
will never '" tihmt -.. oiv

;

" reconsider the repudia-

tion. V

It was not alone the debts of foreign financiers

that v,-ere repudiated, but equally the debts to

cs—ail loans contracted by the

Czar's government were repudiated. The Czar

for the Russian ]

t toe Coo;- .

.; from the caJ

war. ] c the people, the govem-
i

ithout stultifying itself at. em
I the Czar.

..at the Czar's regime was
: it never in the slightest degree

v. . "iil of the people, that it fa"
ier and degradation of the

• - of the Russian state were con-

md his corrupt bureaucracy.

: ; jj -:.... v rich and maintained then-

power

.

e important, if it had not been for the
morey loaned the Czar by foreign financiers,

Czarism would have collapsed long ago. The
)ie thing, is that English

and French bankers, international finance gene-
rally, maintained the power of the Czar by loans

of money. This : is not used to pre mice
the interests of the Russian people: it was used
to pay the murderous secret police., to maintain
-

. b that "guarded" the people, to

sosi rin the army that crushed the people, to pro-
bo. Ozar with the moral and physical instru-

ments : ' v re necessary to maintain "his"
people in subjection. Shall the Russian people pay
the debts of their former murderers and oppres-

shafl the Russian people compensate the in-

cial brigands who, as an ally of

the Czar, maintained the predatory autocracy in

power ?

nal finance was aware of the infamous
character of the Czar's regime—but the Czar paid

ocordingly was respeetable, even though
lents represented the blood and tears

and agony of the Russian people. The Soviets
refuse this blood money, and they are brigands,
scondrels. and must be .crushed. International
finance is the most brutal and infamous of hypo-
crites ; it despises liberty, scorns justice, and will

tolerate anything providing it means money. The
French and British and German financiers knew
that their money was used to strengthen and

maintain a

Th' 1

tier, rhey nst Czarisrr
.

ed Cza.
ate. tlo .'.:::,•: .-.--

.
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ter -revolution- 7:i~ m .
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crc-cy,

ilarhng ~~~-

: -V was t rrush the Russian •

But tli

intent upon conciliating Czarisrm mad- -'--" '-'".";'

miliims and millions cf francs, ana ri; mowey
crushed the revolution, this money paid for the
thugs that murdered the rebels, that massacred
the Russian people, that maintained the Czar
supreme for another terrible twelve years, --a
the Russian people pay bach this mon
of this murderous slave trade of French finance?

The Czar engaged in a war arc.ir.st Germa-v
and Austria: it was his v r the ~ ar ;f the iu : "-

cracy. started without the consent of the r-e
-*-*

=

Ehe Czar did not wage war for democracy, out" to
grab territory, to increase iois cower, "interna-
tional finance loaned money to cite Czar ro:st :f

was i - used for purposes of war ag
Germany, but for war auoio.st the Russian :v:>
t: murder them into subjection, to prevent a rev-
olution. It is this money that the "?e:tle's I-;.-

eminent in Russia refuses to pay.
\Vhy should the workers recognize the fm.ar.cial

obligations of their masters? _he workers are
not slave-traders, and refuse to honor the money
obligations incurred in the slave trade of inter-
national finance against peace and democracy.

There is still another consideration. The na-
tions of Europe are tottering under a huge no-
tional debt, because of the war. They face bank-
ruptcy. The national debt of the United States
is a trine compared with the national debt of the
European states; moreover, this country is as
wealthy as all Europe together. A great problem
in Europe will be these debts: and already a ge-
neral campaign is developing to repudiate the
national debts as a phase of the developing strug-
gle for Socialism,

The Flowers that Bloom in the Spring

giAELE government, as the veriest tyro in di-

plomacy knows, is one of the first laws of inter-

national politics. Without it no self-respecting
nation will grant recognition—other than that re-

quired to successfully kill them, of course,—to

jportant is stable government
the great powers not grant re-

2 one, but they will send
io shoot the people into a con-
—the stability of death,
example!
4e - ith that unfortunate eoun-
no stable government. Under
great empire, any nation would
ts flag, ambassadors, soldiers,
seted everywhere. None dared

internal affairs; if a dispute arose

any po
that not only
cognition to t

armies and \U

dition of stab

try is that it

the Czar it wa
lend it rnone;

sailors were i

interfere in it:

regular diplomatic observances were followed and
if war resulted hostilities opened only after for-
mal declarations, had been made.
But now, under the rule of the people, nobody

respects Russia, not even her enemies. Alien
troops land on her soil and slaughter her citizens
vatnoot any declaration of war. Her flag is tram-
Pt — }J-

"' even Tammany politicians for-
r' ,r '- jV/

-

:

;: •
-

"•' in public. Her ambassadors are
nounded from pillar to post and arrested in spite
Of diplomatic immunity, her sailors and citizens
are pubhery flouted in the streets of "friendly"
nations.

In the matter of the Rrest-Litovsk Treaty her
eaeane* rmposed outrageous terms upon' her.
'/h'' ' '- he had not a stable government.
i;; " : 'dearly seen by a comparison between the
terms of that treaty and the terms; imposed upon
the then table governments of the Central Em-
pires by the Allies in their armistice.

It is, however, in comparing the outlying parts
of R»a,iii with the rest of the countrv that the
hi(- ' : ability and the reasons for the re-
fo al of the Allies to recognize any but a stable
government become clearly apparent. Through-
out Russia generally the Soviets are in control

but the Allies have persistently refused to recog-
nize their authority because they do not consti-
tute a stable government. In remote parts things
are different: the Bolsheviki have been over-
thrown in the cities and stable government once
more holds sway.

After the arrival of the Allied troops in Vla-
divostok the local Soviet was disbanded and its

members jailed. Democracy being the keynote
of things governmental nowadays, an election
was immediately held to form a proper govern-
ment. But the Russians are an ignorant people

—

they elected the Bolsheviki. This would not do at
sB so a group of counter-revolutionists got to-

gether and formed the All-Siberian government,
which promptly found favor with the Allies.

After issuing a few proclamations regarding
its plans for reorganizing not only Siberia
but all Russia it was found that it did
not represent all Siberia at all. General-
Semenoff at the head of a few hundred
Cossack and Chinese troops, appeared one day
and, after arresting the All-Siberian government
and declaring that he was the Heaven-sent savior
of Siberia, established himself as dictator. Re-
presentatives of the Allies visited him, however,
and the worthy general thereupon issued another
proclamation to the effect that it was all a mis-
take, that he was not the instrument of heaven
afier all but only a humble general, that it was
clearly a case of mistaken identity, and that the
All-Siberian government was all* that its name
implied.

With the arrival of the Allied troops in Archan-
gel the Bolsheviki were again put in their proper
place and a group of gentlemen announced to a
bewildered people that they were the "Govern-
ment of the North" and really the representa-
tives of the entire Murman coast. The population
of the Murman coast being mostly composed of
a few tribes of wandering fishermen who care
little about governments, nobody contradicted thenew government, and the presence of the Allied

armies decided the citizens of Archangel to let
the issue go by default. Suddenly a group of 50
or 60 monarchists arose, transfered the "Govern-
ment of the North" to a couple of barges, shipped
it off to an island in the Gulf of Archangel and
formed a new government.
The island on which the "Government of the

North" landed was controlled by the Bolsheviki—which circumstance added to the fact that the
"Government of the North" had been landed on
the south side of the island resulted for a time
in relations being somewhat strained. The Allies
intervened, however, convinced the monarchists
that they, like general SemenorT in Vladivostok,
were the victims of a cruel mistake and brought
back the "Government of the North" which
promptly issued a manifesto laying forth its plans
for the regeneration of all Russia.

In the meantime, inspired apparently by the
presence of the Allies, the counter-revolutionary
forces at Omsk set up another government jailed
the local Soviet and issued some proclamations
regarding the benefits of stable government, while
yet another group set up the ^All-Russian gov-
ernment at Ufa, at the same time issuing an in-

vitation to all the other governments to send
delegates so that it might be All-Russian in some-
thing more than name. Difficulties occured right
away, owing to the fact that all these govern-
ments were widely separated and that the counry
intervening was controlled by the Soviets, so for a
time the All-Russian government mysteric
disappeared—apparently leaving all Russia with-
out any government, stable or otherwise.

Recently it turned up at Omsk with a flourish,
announcing the names of the generals of the All-
Russian army, the admirals of the All-Russian
navy, the chief of the All-Russian police, the head
of the All-Russian street cleaning department and
many other important All-Russian officials. All
went merry as a wedding march until two or thr

CoHtmued on /--v.'
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The Problems of Reconstruction

To The Workers:

pHE war is dead—unless the sinister interests
- represented by the reactionary press provoke
ncw war against Socialism in Russia and Ger-

many. The war is dead—and the real struggle
the great social struggle of the proletariat against
Capitalism is now in action.

Unless you of the working class, who do the
work and don't own the instruments of work
think and act upon the problems of reconstruction'

the world, instead of becoming safe for demo-
cracy, will become safe—and safer—for pluto-

cracy, for the capitalist and the profiteer.

perhaps one of your loved ones is in the army
perhaps one of them has died— : what's to be done
after the war? Shall the old world of industrial
oppression persist? All the dead shall have died
jn vain, all the living shall have agonized in vain,

unless you think and act upon the problems of re-
construction, learn out of this war to think and
act as a class against the capitalist class, who own
the instruments of work and do no socially ne-
cessary labor, yet garner the richness of life, un-
less you highly resolve: The horrors of the old

order of Industrial autocracy shall disappear; the
agonv of the war shall not happen again; the new
world shall be a world of peace, of industrial de-
mocracy, the world for the workers.

It is generally agreed that the world after the
war will be a new world, a world vastly different

from the world that produced this war.

A new world, yes: but of what sort? A world
of capital, or of labor? A world of industrial auto-
cracy, or of industrial democracy?

actionary Capitalism is learning the Ian-

^e of the new order, and it is developing a
.ct technique for the deception of the work-
Industrial democracy is a case in point. You

are hearing much of this democracy,—financiers

and captains of industry, and their "liberal" hire-

lings, ^re speaking frequently about the need of

"industrial democracy." What do they mean?
Do they mean that the workers shall own in-

dustry, shall decide the disposal of the things
they nroduee? Do they mean that the profit sys-

tem should end? No! Real industrial democracy
would mean the unconditional surrender of Ca-
pitalism. They mean that the workers should be
'Vorr-uJted," that the workers should be allowed
to form "committees" with a say but no power,
they mean that the workers should remain wage-
slaves while playing with the toy of a fraudulent
industrial democracy. Society, that is to say, the

workers, should own and control industry, and by
rneann of the industrial vote govern industry

—

that and that alone, is industrial democracy: in-

dustrial self-government of the working class.

The bourgeois prattle of "industrial democracy"
is pure camouflage. Equally camouflage is the

general discussion of "reconstruction."

Reconstruction, in the mouth of the capitalist,

mean* reconstruction that promotes Capitalism,
that retains, the subjection of the proletariat.

Capitalist reconstruction means adapting Capital-

ism to the new world conditions so that new and
huger profits shall be made.

Heal reconstruction is fundamental. Not this

or that thing shall be reconstructed, hut the whole
Of society.

On this issue the great social struggle will de-

pend; on the consequences of this struggle will

depend the destiny of the world. Workers: arc

'JW thinking, preparing, organizing?
Capital in organizing itself, is preparing to use

Conditions alter the war to make more profits,

w acquire more wealth, to oppress still more the

working (:];::. coital is preparing for Imperial-
ism.

Labor must organize—not along the old lines

fg bargaining, of small concessions, but for the

transformation of the industrial autocracy ot

SfWtalism into the industrial democracy of bo-

fglro. The working class must organize indust-

ry and politically to dispute with capital the

gttUry of government, the mastery of industry,

WW mastery of th« world Labor must fight ta-

JJW relentlc ,| v , uncompromisingly, V mea""

[>] m da*,, struggle, unlil labor conquers cap ta

'u« become suorerne The working class must

prepare for Socialism. „ . vfmv
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,lndi;,hlstory- Perpetual peace has been the

m 1 *l
a«W—«nd always a dream. Slightlv

Sfj!" °™ hundred years ago the worldiougnt France and Napoleon as disturbers of the
peace, as yesterday it fought Germany and the
Kaiser; and after Napoleon was beaten they re-
arranged things to secure permanent peace: peace
Oiri not come, but dark reaction instead.
iermanent peace will not come of territorial

readjustments or political reconstruction. Per-
manent peace will come only if society itself is
reconstructed, only by the overthrow of Capital-
ism and the control of society and the world by
the Socialist proletariat, the working class.

This was a "war to end war"—but then why
do so many newspapers, why do so many power-
ful groups, why do Theodore Roosevelt and others
urge and campaign for universal military service?
Why does Secretary of the Navy Daniels propose
larger naval armaments? Militarism is not a gua-
rantee of peace.

Think, men and women of the working class,

you who suffer and toil, about these plans for a
larger militarism, for universal military service!
Do they mean peace? Do they mean liberty and
happiness for the workers?
And while considering the end of the horrors

of war, consider the horrors of peace: the slaugh-

ter of workers through preventable industrial

accidents, the slaughter of workers through pre-

ventable industrial diseases, the slaughter of

workers through over-work, the slaughter of

workers through poor and insufficient food. Cap-

italism itself is the great horror!

New wars may come. They must not come.

But understanding of social facts and proletarian

action alone will prevent new wars.

Two great powers developed during the war

—

the state power and the financial power. The

state aquired new and wider powers—becoming

centralized, more authoritative, and establishing

a drastic control over industry. The state now

tells workers often that they cannot strike; and

this policy may persist after the war. Indeed,

many capitalists want to see the state absolutely

control labor and prevent strikes. Finance-cap-

ital is becoming rapidly more powerful; the pro-

fiteers—and the profiteer is nothing but a capital-

ist—are making enormous profits, developing

There is a theory suggesting that government
control or government ownership of indu-.try will
solve the problems of poverty, of tow wages, of
grinding, health-destroying toil. It Eg a mis-
taken theory. After all, government control or
ownership of industry still means the capitalist in

power, still means profits and dividend- wrung
out of the blood and agony of the workers, still

means the wages and profits system, which
is the source of all the evils which oppress the
working class. No! Capitalism itself must be
overthrown, for fundamentally it makes no real

difference to the workers whether they are the
wage-slaves of private Capitalism or State Cap-
italism.

Instead of state (capitalist; control of industry,

there must be established worker's control of in-

dustry,—control by those who work for the be-

nefit of those who work, not control by lawyers
and politicians for the benefit of the capitalist

and the parasites of Capitalism.

Industry must be turned over to the workers

—

that is, that must and will be the basis of- re-

construction after the war. This alone will mean
a reconstruction making for peace, liberty, demo-
cracy and happiness.
The mill, mines, factories, all the means neces-

sary for the life of the people, must be the posses-

sion of the people: they must be owned, ma-
naged, directed by the workers themselves, for

the workers—which alone will mean for the peo-

ple.

The workers in the mills, mines and factories

will control in each particular workshop,—not an

employer. The vote—the industrial vote—of the

workers in each particular industry will decide

affairs. Each factory will not be independent of

each other—that would be anarchy ; but all fact-

ories, will be united by means of appropriate

administrative organs elected by the votes of the

workers, culminating in the central industrial eo-

vernment elected directly by the workers. This

would be industrial democracy,—not the indust-

rial autocracy which prevails under Caoitalism,

ruled by Kaiser Morgan, Kaiser Rockefeller, and

the other Kaisers of the financial empires of mo-

dern Capitalism. **•*.,
Efforts will be made by the hirelings of Capital-

ism to direct the energy of the workers into

struggles for small objects, and particularly for

State Capitalism. Do not allow this to happen!

All problems are centralized into one problem.—

the overthrow of Capitalism, the abolition of the

wages system. .

This is the great issue, and as you struggle lor

this fundamental obiect, you will take lesser

gains, but over and above all, this ideal of Social-

ism must guide your energy and your struggles.

The energy of the proletariat after the war

must be directed in our great final class struggle

against Capitalism. .

Not this or that thing—but Capitalism itself
— course.jerve capital, acquiring larger powers for

"nporialistic financial conquests and oppressing »^«^«|^*^tfl*l^-S"*-

tariat, of the working 1 class.

The struggles of the Socialist proletariat must

/directed against this State Capitalism, which

fe^against imperialistic Capitalism itself.

the workers.

These two powers-the state and finance-cap-

itai-are becoming unified in imperialistic State

Capitalism, the final stage of Capitalism, the

latest instrument for the oppression of the pro-

letariat, of the workingjuass.

The
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for the conquest of power by me«ns <tf Socialist

industrial and political action will be:

1 —Worker's control of mdustrv. to be exer-

cised by industrial organizations of the workers

and the industrial vote. ,„u„„,
2 —Repudiation of national debts—the workers

shall not assume new burdens latent with unpa-

ralleled suffering.

3.—Expropriation of the banks - imance

-capital must be destroyed, the banks mdioual-

ized and used for the people, instead ot the people

being used for the banks.

4 —Expropriation of the railways, the steel In-

dustry and other large (trust) organizations of

caDital—not one cent compensation to be paid, as

"buying out" the capitalist wag insure a con-

tinuance Of the exploitation oj the wot* <

;

-ri -

vision however, to be made tor snvdl owners oi

stock not exceeding $10,000 or unable to work tor

a living-
. . .,.

5—The nationalization of foreign tradc-tros

to insure the ending <>!' the commercial antagon-

isms that miarht produce new ware,
'

These fundamental measures, of course, wouW

imply a struggle atrainst Capitalism ttMff. «M
conquest of power by the worker,. AM »£
qures would be introduced on the tosis of a new

Socialist State, and would be p>-«di-ninary mo>-

surea in the establishment of Socf»b>m.—i*msb>

rial self-government, the world for the work***
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Sinn Fein—and the New Struggle
By Eadmonn MacAlpine

PRACTICALLY every generation of Irishmen

during the past 700 years has witnessed an
armed uprising against English domination. In-

deed during the first 500 years of the English

occupation the country was in a continuous state

of war—some times the Irish gained the ascend-

ency and other times the tide of battle favored

the'invader. On the whole, although the English

did succeed in finally establishing themselves on

a firm basis the Irish remained an unbeaten
people in the sense that a certain 'section of the

population steadfastly refused to acknowledge
the conquest. This section was not confined to

any particular part of the island, but arose here
and there as opportunity presented itself.

Since the passing of the act of union in 1800
the form of resistance chariged from that of a
people continually at war with an alien invader
to that of outbursts of rebellion against an estab-
lished authority—but always lay the undercurrent
of the section which asserted Ireland's nation-

hood and their determination to sweep the for-
eign domination out of the land for all time.

It is important that these two forces be borne
in mind—that which refused to recognize Eng-
land's authority at any and all times and that
which recognized the union but rose in revolt
against intolerable conditions. The latter section
were the people who made the risings possible
while the former were composed chiefly of a few
middle class idealists. Irish history in dealing
with these revolts, or risings, pays nearly all its

attention to the idealists and the more Irish the
history the more it misrepresents this point.

The people who formed the bulk of the fighters
in all these revolts were of the same class as those
who fight in all revolutions—the disposessed.
From the period of 1740 until the signing of the
apt of union the peasants—the agricultural sec-
tion, and in the Ireland of that period the major-
ity, of the working class—were in continual re-
volt under the various names of Whiteboys, Oak-
boys and Steelboys. In all cases the revolts had
their origins in the oppressive conditions govern-
ing the lives of the peasantry. Thousands of these
peasants were hung or jailed for life and at differ-
ent times pitched battles took place between them
and the soldiery, yet conventional Irish history
gives them only a passing mention, and so it is
throughout the pages of Ireland's story. The
patriotic side is stressed and the economic—the
important side—is left practically untouched.
James Connolly, whose martyr death is being

misrepresented by the Irish bourgeoisie today,
says of these same forces in his work "Labour in
Irish History":

"Hence the spokesmen of the middle class, in
the press and on the platform, have consistently
sought the emasculation of the Irish National
movement, the distortion of Irish history, and,
above all, the denial of all relation between the
social rights of the Irish toilers and the political
rights of the Irish nation. It was hoped and in-

1 xt
b^ this means to create what is termed 'a

real National movement'—i. e., a movement in
which each class would recognize the rights of the
other classes and laying aside their contentions
would unite in a national struggle against the
common enemy—England. Needless to say, the
only class deceived by such phrases was the work-
ing class. When questions of 'class' interests are
eliminated from public controversy a victory is
thereby gained for the possessing, conservative
class, whose only hope of security lies in such
elimination. Like a fraudulent trustee, the bour-
geois dreads nothing so much as an impartial
and rigid inquiry into the validity of his title
deeds. Hence the bourgeois press and politicians
incessantly strive to inflame the working class
mind to fever heat upon questions outside the
range of their own class interests. War, religion
race language, political reform, patriotism —
apart from whatever intrinsic merits they may
possess -all serve in the hands of the possessing
class as counter-irritants, whose function it is to
avert the catastrophe of social revolution by en-
gendering heat in such parts of the body politic
as are farthest removed from the seat of eco-
nomic enquiry, and consequently of class con-
sciousness on the part of the proletariat."'
From this brief outline it can be seen that due

t! Ihfi !r£\nC n 01 tlleir own real history, dueto tbe fact that all, or practically all, Irish prose,
poetry and song is heavy with the story of un-
I'Cjua! ftgtita, disastrous defeats and the ensuing
reagns of Terror, and due to the living reality of
ipitahstic misrule in Ireland, the Irish working

class easily falls a victim to the charlatans who
lay all its misery to English rule and keeps its
eyes from the economic situation at home.
The Irish Parliamentary party have long played

this game, ably aided whether consciously or not
by the Unionist party of Ulster, and between
them they succeeded in keeping the Irish work-
er's eyes fixed on London and his hopes centered
on the coming of Home Rule. The Ulster union-
ists play their part by keeping the Ulster
workman terrorized with the prospect of Home
Rule and directing his energies to combating this
imaginary evil lest he should find an outlet for
them nearer home.
Rut of recent years the Irish parliamentary

party has lost prestige. They talked revolt and
revolution for a quarter of a century without ever
coming near to action, they spoke continually of
the dawn of Irish freedom and squabbled among
themselves about petty reforms, they were loud
in fulsome praise of "the Irish virtues" and be-
came more and more copies of the English upper
bourgeoisie, they damned the acts of England in
reference to Ireland and supported her oppressions

always claimed as the one necessity to final soe
cess, the balance of power in the English HWeCommons; and the fact that Sinn Fein had
definite program of action.

Sinn Fein, in the narrower sense of the wordsmeans ourselves alone" or "by our own efforts »
but Jim Larkm, the Irish labor leader, writing inThe Masses 'a short time after the Rebellion of1916 gives to the movement a wider interpretabvl
at the same time disavowing his belief in its pco"nomic doctrines. Nitsche has spoken of' 'Vreascending will of the people;'" he says, "such

a

term woudbea more literal translation; and *etthough all Socialists and radicals could appreciate
the soul and meaning of such terms, it is n*c^~
sary to explain right here that though th* SinnFein movement from the intellectual side was ap-
proved of by the Irish revolutionary section ofthe working class, its economic basis as inter
preted by the political section of that movementby writers such as Arthur Griffiths, Bulmer Hob'son and others was strongly assailed. It should
be understood that Griffiths and his narrow schoolicicicn^ iu iieianu aim supported ner oppressions nf nnl'fhVai tiv™™™ u .+ 7,^^ ^nuui

by the prestige accuing from Parnell's name and
the support of the older generation who like
themselves mistook talk for action, but the young-
er generation wanted action, they dreamed that
Ireland might be free. .

.

It was while Ireland was in this political "slough
of despond" that the Sinn Fein policy was propa-
gated, A pamphlet entitled "The Resurrection of
Hungary—A- Parallel for Ireland," written by
Arthur Griffiths was the herald of the new move-
ment. The idea took root in the minds of the
young men and within the next few years the
movement grew to such proportions that a con-
vention was held in Dublin in the latter part of
1905. It might be properly said that the Sinn
Fein, or as it was sometimes called the Hungarian,
policy was definitely launched in 1905. The break
down of the Irish Parliamentary Party in 1906
and in 1909 gave the new movement an impetus
and in a short time it had grown to such popular-
ity that a daily paper was issued under the name
Sinn Fein.
The chief reason for the growth of Sinn Fein

may be fairly enumerated under two heads—the
failure of the Irish Parliamentary Party to achieve
Home Rule although it had obtained, what it

The Flowers that Bloom in the Spring
Continued from page six

officers of the All-Russian army arrested four
members of the All-Russian government and as
a result the government was dissolved. The emer-
gency calling forth the man, Admiral Kolchak, in
full dress uniform, appeared on the scene as the
All-Russian dictator. "All-Russia for the All-Rus-
sians" was the motto inscribed on his banner
which, in deference to Mayor Hylan's well-known
views on color schemes, had been changed from
a flaming red to a delicate shade of pink. He
appointed several generals and admirals to luc-

rative positions in the All-Russian army and fleet

and as a result has these gentlemen as his strong
supporters while those whom he overlooked in

the matter of appointments, such as for instance
General Semen off of Vladivostok fame, refuse to
recognize his authority and prepare to set up gov-
ernments of their own.

All are, however, in complete agreement that
the Bolshevik forces must be crushed ; it is on the
question of the division of the spoils resulting
from the crushing that the various dictators of
All-Russia are split.

When stability finally develops the great powers
will, doubtless, immediately accord recognition to
the proper authorities with all the correct honors;
bands, military reviews, flag raisings, salutes,
"gay .'plashes of color marking the presence of
the wives and relatives of the functionaries",
inaugural addresses and proclamations about "li-

berty", "freedom", "democracy", "stability" —
quite a lot about "stability".

While Admiral Kolchak musters his All-Rus-
sian army, All-Russian navy and stabilizes his
All-Russian-All-Siberian-All-Dictator democracy
the Bolsheviki, besides controlling the affairs of
the country at large, are devoting their spare time
to unstabilizing Germany, Austria, Holland, and
Switzerland as well as causing many sleepless
nights to the kings of the Italian, Spanish and
British democracies.

Isn't it a pity that the Bolshcviki are so un-
stable?

and economic side of Sinn Fein from Hungary
a bastardized translation of Liszt's economic phhV
sophy._ The Irish revolutionary movement, which
comprised at least four-fifths of the men under

f
1

?
1

^
J

-l
tke lat

f
rebelIion

-
never at any time idea-

titled itself with the Sinn Fein position. On the
contrary, we at all times exposed their ignorance
of economics, and their lack of knowledge of the
mterdependance of nation with nation, but were
at one with them in their idea of building up a
self-reliant nation."

It was in the narrow sense of "ourselves
alone" that the words Sinn Fein were first used
One of the chief planks in the platform was the
withdrawal of the Irish representatives from the
British Parliament and the establishment of a na-
tional council ,±0 which Irishmen should render
voluntary obedience, ignoring as far as possible
England's existence in Ireland. This looked to
young Ireland like action and the movement gain-
ed many adherents. Sinn Feiners were, however,
insistent on the fact that they were not advocate
jng physical resistance but were rather opposed
to the physical force idea, urging passive resist-
ance as the means to accomplish the desired end.
Their desired end was not in itself very revolu-
tionary—they advocated the rule of Ireland by a
King, Lords and Commons, even going so far as to
suggest that if the King of England would accept
the Irish throne they would be satisfied; in other
words they wanted a dual monarchy after the
style of Austria-Hungary.

About the time that Sinn Fein came promi-
nently before the public, the Irish Socialist and
Labor movement showed signs of activity, in fact
the Irish Labor movement might be said to have
had its birth at this time. It was with
the return of Larkm to Ireland that the Labor
movement became a factor in the life of the
country. It is true that labor unions existed in
several large cities for a considerable time prior
to 1907 but they were nearly all lifeless, or at
least paralyzed. limbs of the British movement.
As a result of the lux manner in which he found
the Irish branches of the English unions admin-
istered Larkin organized the Irish Transport and
General Workers Union and from the moment of
its inception it became a vital and revivifying in-
fluence in the life of the working class of the
country.

Consequent upon the activity of the labor move-
ment the real measure of the Sinn Fein, and par-
liamentary movements became apparent and then
began the struggle between the two ideas: the old
and the new—the conception of Irish liberty as a
petty bourgeois freedom resultant from the cre-
ation of a semi-independent political state and the
conception of liberty as an industrial democracy
resultant from the establishment of a proletarian
industrial republic, the rise to power of a class
conscious proletariat and the consequent breaking
of the shackles of both political and economic
slavery. The class struggle—clear out and definite—entered the field throwing the real issue into
bold relief, unclouded by the bourgeois patriotism
that had so long cast its baleful shadow on the life

of the Irish working class. In this struggle, which
developed into open warfare in the Dublin strike
Of L912— IS, the forces lined up in their historic
order—the Irish and English bourgeoisie and
capitalists on one side and the Irish working class.

supported by their English, Welsh and Scotch
brothorn. on the other.


